LAND  OF THE  LION  AND  THE SON

rubbing brought more and more blood to his stomach and
he suffered intense agony until his belly burst.

A man doomed to capital punishment would sometimes
be fastened by the heels to the pack-saddle of a camel,
head nearly touching the ground. The body was cut
with a sword, beginning between the legs, and finishing at
the side of the neck. The two parts were afterwards led
through the streets to a tree, from which the gruesome
remains were hanged.

Those in power in the East would never hesitate to
inflict ghastly cruelty on their kind, to please the slightest
whim. Yet in England, during one reign, more than
seventy thousand persons lost their lives at the hand of the
common executioner, which was at least six daily, Sundays
included!

Who are we to point the finger of scorn?
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